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AUTHOR NOTES 

 

Hannie Rayson is a well-known Australian playwright. She graduated from Melbourne University and 

the Victorian College of the Arts. She was also awarded an Honorary Doctorate of Letters from La 

Trobe University.  

Rayson was born March 31, 1957, in Melbourne. She co-founded the community theatre group, 

Theatre Works, and worked there for a number of years while writing. She has also worked as a 

freelance journalist. 

Rayson is known for writing plays that deal with social issues and her 2003 play, Inheritance, appeared 

on the VCE text list from 2006 – 2009. 

Plays 

 

 Please Return To Sender (1980) 

 Mary (1981) 

 Leave It Till Monday (1984) 

 Room To Move (1985) 

 Hotel Sorrento (1990) 

 Falling From Grace (1994) 

 Scenes From A Separation (1995) co-written with Andrew Bovell 

 Competitive Tenderness(1996) 

 Life After George (2000) 

 Inheritance (2003) 

 Two Brothers (2005) 

 The Glass Soldier (2008) 

 The Swimming Club (2010) 

 Extinction (2013) 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Inheritance_(play)
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Awards 

Hannie Rayson has won a number of awards including: 

 Sidney Myer Performing Arts Award (1996) 

 Victorian Premier's Literary Award 

 NSW Premier's Literary Awards Play Award for Hotel Sorrento (1991) and Falling from Grace      
 (1995) 

 Helpmann Award for Best New Australian Work for Inheritance (2004) 

 Helpmann Award for Best Play awarded to productions of Life After George (2001) and 
 Inheritance (2004) 

 Two Australian Writers' Guild Awards. 
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